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The Vanishing Elephant tells the story of an Asian

Elephant called Janu. Janu was born in Bengal, India

and like any young animal, is full of curiosity about the

world around her. One day, Janu hears the sound of

an elephant hunt, and she is captured and separated

from her family. Her life changes dramatically; she

must learn the ways of humans. She is to be trained

to work on clearing the jungle so that railways can be

built. The training is sometimes cruel, but she makes

friends with a boy named Opu. It is this friendship that

lies at the heart of The Vanishing Elephant.

Opu is an orphan who dreams of becoming a Mahout

(an elephant trainer) but this dream is shattered when

Janu is sold to a circus in America who change her

name to ‘Jenny’. Jenny makes the long journey across

the sea until she reaches an entirely new world. She

does not know if she will ever see Opu again, but

carries his memory deep within her. 

Jenny has many adventures as the circus travels

across the United States. She escapes onto the Great

Prairie, she saves a woman from an angry tiger and in

1918 she meets a famous escapologist called Harry

Houdini. Houdini desires to be not only an escape

artist but a great magician, and he plans to make

Jenny magically disappear from the stage of the

Hippodrome Theater in New York.

Meanwhile, far away in India, Opu is now an old man.

He reads about the adventures of Jenny the Elephant,

in a newspaper. He concludes that this elephant is

indeed his old friend. Despite ill health, he makes the

same difficult boat journey to New York that Jenny

once made. There, on the stage of the Hippodrome,

they meet again.

THE VANISHING ELEPHANT
STORY



WHO WE ARE
C A H O O T S  I S  A  B E L F A S T  B A S E D  T H E A T R E  C O M P A N Y  C R E A T I N G
T H E A T R I C A L  M A G I C  F O R  C H I L D R E N  A N D  T H E I R  F A M I L I E S .  O U R

D I S T I N C T I V E  S T Y L E  C O M B I N E S  M A G I C  A N D  I L L U S I O N ,  P H Y S I C A L
T H E A T R E  A N D  O R I G I N A L  M U S I C .

C A H O O T S  T O U R S  T O  E V E R - G R O W I N G  A U D I E N C E S  A T  H O M E  I N
N O R T H E R N  I R E L A N D  A N D  A C R O S S  T H E  W O R L D .  O U R  W O R K  I S

A C C L A I M E D  I N  I R E L A N D ,  T H E  U K ,  A S I A ,  A M E R I C A  A N D  H A S  B E E N
E N J O Y E D  I N  T H E A T R E S ,  S C H O O L S  A N D  H E A L T H C A R E  S E T T I N G S

S I N C E  2 0 0 1 .

P R E V I O U S  C A H O O T S  P R O D U C T I O N S  I N C L U D E :  T H E  M U S I C I A N S
O F  B R E M E N ,  T H E  S O R C E R E R ’ S  A P P R E N T I C E ,  T H E  U N I V E R S I T Y  O F

W O N D E R  &  I M A G I N A T I O N ,  S E C R E T S  O F  S P A C E ,  P E N G U I N S ,
N I V E L L I ’ S  W A R ,  S H H !  W E  H A V E  A  P L A N  A N D  E G G .  
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EXCLUSIVE INTERVIEW
 STEVE BALL TALKS TO 

PAUL BOSCO MCENEANEY 
& 

CHARLES WAY 

S T E V E :   I ’ M  K E E N  T O  G E T  A N  I N S I G H T  I N T O  T H E  P L A Y  A N D
F I N D  O U T  M O R E  A B O U T  T H E  V A N I S H I N G  E L E P H A N T .  P A U L ,
C A N  Y O U  S T A R T  B Y  T E L L I N G  U S  H O W  T H I S  A M A Z I N G
P R O D U C T I O N  C A M E  A B O U T  I N  T H E  F I R S T  P L A C E .  

P A U L :  W E L L ,  I T  W A S  A  B I T  O F  A N  A C C I D E N T  I F  T R U T H  B E
T O L D .  W E  H A D  A  S H O W  O N  I N  N E W  Y O R K  A N D  W H E N  W E
A R R I V E D  A T  T H E  N E W  V I C T O R Y  T H E A T R E  I N  D O W N T O W N
M A N H A T T A N  I  W A S  G I V E N  A  G U I D E D  T O U R .  T O W A R D S  T H E
E N D  O F  T H E  T O U R  W E  W E R E  S T A N D I N G  O N  T H E  S T A G E  A N D
T H E  A R T I S T I C  D I R E C T O R  S A I D  T O  M E  “ D O  Y O U  K N O W  T H A T
O N  T H I S  V E R Y  S T A G E  H A R R Y  H O U D I N I  V A N I S H E D  A N
E L E P H A N T ? ”  A N D  I  T H O U G H T  “ O H  M Y  G O O D N E S S ,  T H E R E ' S  A
S T O R Y  T H E R E ,  N O T  J U S T  A B O U T  H O W  H A R R Y  H O U D I N I
V A N I S H E D  A N  E L E P H A N T ,  B U T  H O W  A N  E L E P H A N T  E N D E D  U P
O N  A  S T A G E  I N  T I M E S  S Q U A R E  A N D  H O W  D I D  T H E  E L E P H A N T
F E E L .  I  C A M E  B A C K  F R O M  A M E R I C A  A N D  L I F T E D  T H E  P H O N E
T O  C H A R L E S  A N D  M A Y B E  Y O U  C O U L D  P I C K  U P  T H E  S T O R Y
F R O M  T H E R E .  



CHAR L E S :  S O  I  G O T  T H I S  I N C R E D I B L E  P H O N E  C A L L  F R O M  P A U L
S A Y I N G  “ W O U L D  Y O U  L I K E  T O  W R I T E  A  S T O R Y  A B O U T  A N
E L E P H A N T ? ”  I T  S O U N D E D  R E A L L Y  F A S C I N A T I N G  A N D  P A U L  C A M E
O V E R  T O  S E E  M E  I N  M Y  L I T T L E  W R I T I N G  S H E D  I N  A B E R G A V E N N Y
I N  W A L E S  A N D  I  S T A R T E D  R E S E A R C H I N G  A B O U T   W O R K I N G
E L E P H A N T S  I N  I N D I A  A N D  H O W  T H E Y  W E R E  C A P T U R E D  A N D
T R A I N E D .  T H E N  I  S T A R T E D  T O  L O O K  A T  E L E P H A N T S  I N  C I R C U S E S
I N  A M E R I C A ,  A N D  I  R E A L I Z E D  I T  W A S  A  H U G E L Y  P R O D U C T I V E
B U S I N E S S  F O R  T H O S E  C I R C U S E S  B E C A U S E  E L E P H A N T S  W O U L D
B R I N G  I N  A  H U G E  A M O U N T  O F  A U D I E N C E S  A N D  M O N E Y .

I  L O O K E D  D E E P L Y  I N T O  T H E  I N D I A N  C U L T U R E  A N D  T H E  S P I R I T U A L
A S P E C T  O F  W A T C H I N G  A N  E L E P H A N T  B E  C A P T U R E D  A N D
T R A I N E D .  I T ' S  N O T  E A S Y  W A T C H I N G  I N  S O M E  W A Y S ,  B U T  I T
M A K E S  Y O U  U N D E R S T A N D  S O M E T H I N G  A B O U T  T H A T  E X P E R I E N C E
B E C A U S E  T H E  E L E P H A N T  C A N ' T  E X P R E S S  I N  W O R D S  W H A T  I T ' S  A
F E E L I N G  A N D  T H I N K I N G ,  B U T  W E  C A N  S E E  A N D  W E  C A N  P R O J E C T
O N  T O  T H A T  E L E P H A N T  O U R  E M O T I O N S  A S  W E L L .  

S T EV E :  I ’ V E  H A D  T H E  P R I V I L E G E  O F  W A T C H I N G  R E H E A R S A L S  F O R
T H I S  A M A Z I N G  S H O W  W H I C H  I S  A N  I N C R E D I B L Y  I N T E R N A T I O N A L
P R O D U C T I O N  I N V O L V I N G  C R E A T I V E S  A N D  P E R F O R M E R S  F R O M
A C R O S S  T H E  W O R L D .  T E L L  U S  A  B I T  M O R E  P A U L  A B O U T  H O W
Y O U ' V E  P U T  T H E  P R O D U C T I O N  T O G E T H E R  A N D  R E C R U I T E D  T H E
T E A M  O F  C R E A T I V E S

PAU L :  I T ' S  R E A L L Y  I M P O R T A N T  T O  S A Y  T H A T  W H I L S T  T H E  S H O W
I S  M A D E  A N D  C R E A T E D  I N  B E L F A S T  I T S  A  G L O B A L  S T O R Y  S O  I T ’ S
E S S E N T I A L  T H A T  I T S  T O L D  B Y  A  G L O B A L  C A S T .  W E  H A V E
P E R F O R M E R S  F R O M  A M E R I C A ,  I N D I A ,  E U R O P E  A N D  I R E L A N D  W H O
W E R E  A S K E D  T O  C O M E  F R O M  A L L  O V E R  T H E  W O R L D  A N D  J O I N  U S
H E R E  I N  B E L F A S T .

T H E  S T O R Y  I S  A B O U T  D I S P L A C E M E N T  S O  W H E N  I ' M  D I R E C T I N G
T H I S  P I E C E  T H A T ’ S  T H E  W O R D  T H A T  C O M E S  T O  T H E  F O R E .  I T ’ S
A B O U T  T H E  D I S P L A C E M E N T  O F  T H I S  E L E P H A N T  B U T  A L S O  T H E
D I S P L A C E M E N T  O F  P E O P L E .  
 
 



S T E V E :   P A U L ,  T E L L  U S  A B O U T  T H E  B O O K .

P A U L :  T H E  B O O K  C A M E  O U T  L O C K D O W N ;  W E  H A D  A  P E R I O D  O F
T I M E  W H E N  C H A R L E S ,  S A B I N E ,  ( O U R  D E S I G N E R )  A N D  I  W E R E  A B L E
T O  R E A L L Y  L O O K  A T  T H E  S T O R Y .  I  W A S  V E R Y  C L E A R  T H A T  I
W A N T E D  T H E  B O O K  T O  F E E L  L I K E  I T  W A S  C R E A T E D  B Y  T H E A T R E
A R T I S T S  A N D  N O T  B Y  I L L U S T R A T O R S  A N D  C H I L D R E N ’ S  B O O K
W R I T E R S .  S O  C H A R L E S  A N D  S A B I N E  W O R K E D  T I R E L E S S L Y  D U R I N G
L O C K D O W N  T O  C R E A T E  T H I S  B O O K  T H A T  I S  A  W O N D E R F U L
A C C O M P A N I M E N T  T O  T H E  S H O W .  I T  T E L L S  A  S I M I L A R  S T O R Y ,  I T ' S
N O T  E X A C T L Y  T H E  S A M E ,  B U T  I T ' S  C E R T A I N L Y  A  R E A L  A D D E D
B O N U S  I F  Y O U  S E E  T H E  S H O W  A N D  T H E  P L A N  I S  N O W  F O R  Y O U N G
P E O P L E  A N D  T E A C H E R S  T O  U S E  T H E  B O O K  A S  A  R E S O U R C E
M A T E R I A L .   

Y O U  G E T  T W O  B I T E S  A T  T H E  S T O R Y ;  Y O U  G E T  Y O U R  A U D I E N C E
W A T C H I N G  A  S H O W  A N D  B E I N G  I N C R E D I B L Y  E N G A G E D  B Y  I T .  B U T
T H E N  Y O U  D O  G E T  T H E  O P P O R T U N I T Y  T O  D I S C U S S  I T  I N  D E P T H
A F T E R W A R D S ,  W H I C H  I S  N O T  A L W A Y S  T H E  C A S E  I F  I  G O  A N D  S E E  A
P L A Y  A S  S O M E T I M E S  L I F E ' S  J U S T  T O O  B U S Y  A N D  Y O U  D O N ' T  H A V E
T I M E .  B U T  U S U A L L Y  W H E N  S C H O O L  G R O U P S  C O M E  T O  S E E  W O R K .
T H E Y  T A K E  I T  B A C K  I N T O  T H E  C L A S S R O O M ,  O R  I F  P A R E N T S  A R E
T A K I N G  C H I L D R E N  T O  A  S H O W  T H E Y  D I S C U S S  I T  I N  T H E  C A R .  

T H E  P L A Y  H A S  A  R E A L  C O R R E L A T I O N  W I T H  W H A T ' S  H A P P E N I N G  I N
T H E  W O R L D .  I M A G I N E  T H E  E L E P H A N T  I S  N O T  A N  E L E P H A N T ,  A N D
I T ' S  A  P E R S O N .  M I G R A T I O N  A N D  I M M I G R A T I O N  A R E  K E Y  T H E M E S  I N
T H E  P L A Y  W H I C H  W E  A R E  A L L  G R A P P L I N G  W I T H .

C L I C K  H E R E  F O R
A U D I O

https://youtu.be/4ViV1sSl3LY
https://youtu.be/4ViV1sSl3LY


SET DESIGNS 

MAIN STAGE SETTING - GREY BACK DROP
WITH PINK VELVET CURTAINS



COSTUME DESIGNS 

EXAMPLE COSTUMES - GREY WOOL MATERIAL
WITH OPU IN INDIAN STYLE DRESS



COSTUME DESIGNS 

FEMALE COSTUME FOR  PUPPETEER AND MRS
POWERS CHARACTER - WAS CHANGED TO A GREEN

COLOUR RATHER THAN ORIGINAL PINK



THE VANISHING ELEPHANT 

A BEAUTIFULLY ILLUSTRATED 56 PAGE STORY BOOK FOR CHILDREN AND
FAMILIES, BASED ON CAHOOTS NI’S THEATRICAL PRODUCTION ‘THE

VANISHING ELEPHANT’, WRITTEN BY ITS PLAYWRIGHT CHARLES WAY AND
ILLUSTRATED BY ITS SET AND COSTUME DESIGNER SABINE DARGENT.

AVAILABLE TO BUY AT THE THEATRES WE WILL BE PERFORMING IN OR
AVAILABLE TO BUY AS A BOOK OR A PDF FROM THE CAHOOTS NI

WEBSITE :
HTTPS://CAHOOTSNI.COM/SHOP/

CLASSROOM ACTIVITIES
READ ABOUT



A DIARY ENTRY
 
IMAGINE YOU ARE OPU AND YOU ARE WRITING A DIARY ENTRY
DESCRIBING A SPECIFIC MOMENT IN THE SHOW. 
THIS COULD BE WHEN HE IS YOUNG AND FIRST MEETS JANU, OR
WHEN HE IS OLDER AND READS ABOUT HARRY HOUDINI IN THE
NEWSPAPER. WHAT MIGHT HE BE FEELING? DESCRIBE HIS
ENVIRONMENT, WHAT CAN HE SEE AND HEAR WHEN HE IS WRITING?

WRITE ABOUT

DESIGN A POSTER 

JENNY THE ELEPHANT BECOMES FAMOUS ALL OVER AMERICA WHEN
TRAVELLING WITH THE CIRCUS. DESIG A POSTER THE CIRCUS MAY
HAVE USED FOR ADVERTISING HER ACT. YOU CAN ALSO WRITE A

SHORT DESCRIPTION OF THE SHOW TO ENTICE AUDIENCE MEMBERS!



A REVIEW OF THE VANISHING ELEPHANT

THEATRE CRITICS WRITE REVIEWS OF PLAYS WHICH OFTEN APPEAR
ONLINE AND IN NEWSPAPERS.

WRITE YOUR REVIEW OF THE VANISHING ELEPHANT WHICH COULD
INCLUDE

AN INTRODUCTORY PARAGRAPH DESCRIBING WHAT YOU SAW
ON STAGE, THE NAME OF THE THEATRE COMPANY, THE
PLAYWRIGHT AND WHERE THE PLAY WAS PERFORMED.  

SUMMARISE THE PLOT OF THE PLAY.
WRITE ABOUT THE ACTING AND DIRECTING AND HOW YOU

THINK THE PERFORMERS PORTRAYED THE CHARACTERS
DESCRIBE THE DESIGN OF THE PRODUCTION, SUCH AS THE

LIGHTING, SOUND, COSTUMES,, PUPPETS AND THE SET
WRITE ABOUT YOUR THOUGHTS ON THE PLAY AS A WHOLE.

WOULD YOU RECOMMEND THE PLAY TO OTHER PEOPLE? YOU
MAY WANT TO INCLUDE A STAR RATING WITH 5 STARS BEING

EXCELLENT AND HIGHLY RECOMMENDED AND 1 STAR 



TALK ABOUT

THE VANISHING ELEPHANT TAKES PLACE IN

THE 1900S, WHEN THINGS WERE VERY

DIFFERENT TO HOW THEY ARE NOW. WHAT

DIFFERENCES CAN YOU SEE BETWEEN HOW

WE LIVE NOW AND THE WORLD OF THIS

STORY? TRY TO FOCUS ON HOW PEOPLE

MAY HAVE SEEN THE WORLD AND EACH

OTHER. 

IN WHAT WAYS IS THE WORLD DIFFERENT
FROM HOW IT WAS BACK THEN? DID THE

THEATER HAVE ELECTRICITY? COULD
AUDIENCE MEMBERS CALL THEIR FRIENDS

AND FAMILY ON THE PHONE AND TELL THEM
ABOUT THE SHOW? DO SOME RESEARCH TO
COMPARE AND CONTRAST THE DIFFERENCES

BETWEEN HOW PEOPLE LIVED BACK THEN
AND HOW WE DO NOW. 

WHY DO YOU THINK OPU AND JANU
BECAME SUCH GOOD FRIENDS?

WHAT ARE SOME SIMILARITIES OR
SHARED EXPERIENCES BETWEEN

THESE CHARACTERS? 



THE VANISHING ELEPHANT IS
BASED ON THE STORY OF THE

REAL HARRY HOUDINI WHO
VANISHED AN ELEPHANT NAMED

JENNIE IN THE HIPPODROME
THEATER IN 1918. IN THIS TELLING,
WE FOLLOW THE PERSPECTIVE OF

THE ELEPHANT. 

WHAT IS YOUR VIEW ON ANIMALS
PERFORMING IN CIRCUSES? HOW WOULD

YOU FEEL SEEING A ROUTINE LIKE THE
ONE JENNY PERFORMS? 

ONE OF THE KEY THEMES OF THE
PLAY IS DISPLACEMENT AND

MIGRATION WHY DO PEOPLE MOVE
FROM ONE COUNTY TO ANOTHER IN

SEARCH OF A NEW LIFE?

TALK ABOUT THE LONG JOURNEY
JANU MADE BY SHIP FROM BENGAL IN
INDIA TO NEW YORK IT THE USA. HOW

DO YOU THINK JANU FELT DURING
THE LING VOYAGE. HOW LONG DO

YOU THINK THE JOURNEY TOOK?



JANU’S JOURNEY



LEARN ABOUT
ELEPHANTS

JANU IS AN ASIAN ELEPHANT BORN IN
INDIA. SEE WHAT YOU CAN FIND OUT
ABOUT THIS AND OTHER SPECIES OF
ELEPHANT; WHERE ARE THEY FROM?
HOW MANY SPECIES ARE THERE? WHAT
DO THEY EAT? DO THEY STAY WITH
THEIR FAMILIES WHEN THEY GROW UP
OR DO THEY LIVE ALONE? 

ONCE YOU ARE CONFIDENT IN YOUR
ELEPHANT KNOWLEDGE, WHY NOT
SHARE IT WITH A CLASSMATE? PRESENT
YOUR WORK TO THEM AND TRY TO
ANSWER ANY QUESTIONS THEY MAY
HAVE. 

PUPPETS
THE ANIMALS YOU SEE IN THE SHOW
ARE PUPPETS MADE ESPECIALLY FOR
THIS PRODUCTION. EACH PUPPET IS
MADE WITH PAPER, PAINT AND SOFT
FOAM MATERIAL. 
TRY MAKING YOUR OWN PUPPET WITH
THE MATERIALS YOU HAVE ACCESS TO.
YOU COULD USE PAPER, CARDBOARD OR
EVEN MAKE A SOCK PUPPET!



BRITISH COLONIALISM IN INDIA 
FOR MUCH OF THE 17TH AND 18TH CENTURIES, BRITAIN HAD ITS SIGHTS SET

ON CONTROLLING THE SUBCONTINENT OF INDIA FOR ACCESS TO ITS
SPICES, TEA AND INDIGO DYE, AMONG OTHER GOODS AND RESOURCES.

STARTING IN 1757, BRITAIN HEAVILY INFLUENCED THE INDIAN GOVERNMENT
WITH THE EAST INDIA COMPANY BY WINNING THE SUPPORT OF LOCAL

PRINCES, SIMULTANEOUSLY TAKING CONTROL OF TRADE IN THE REGION
AND INDIAN LEADERSHIP. AFTER A FAILED REBELLION AND MUTINY OF INDIAN

SOLDIERS IN 1857, BRITAIN PASSED AN ACT TO OFFICIALLY CONSOLIDATE
POWER FROM THE EAST INDIA COMPANY AND DIRECTLY RULE OVER INDIA

AS A COLONY. THIS MARKED THE BEGINNING OF THE BRITISH RAJ, OR
BRITISH RULE OVER INDIA, WHICH LASTED UNTIL 1947. DURING THIS PERIOD,

POLICY AND INCREASED TAXATION FROM THE BRITISH LED TO SEVERAL
LONG FAMINES THAT KILLED MILLIONS OF INDIANS. THESE FAMINES WERE
MET WITH MINIMAL TO NO RELIEF FROM THE BRITISH GOVERNMENT. THE

BRITISH ALSO HEAVILY WESTERNIZED INDIAN CULTURE AND INDUSTRIALIZED
INDIAN INFRASTRUCTURE. IN ORDER TO BUILD NEW RAILWAYS, THE BRITISH
CAPTURED MANY ELEPHANTS AND PUT THEM TO WORK CLEARING TREES

AND ROADWAYS, AS SEEN IN THE VANISHING ELEPHANT.



THE ELEPHANT IN THE ROOM CIRCUS 
IN 1881, ELEPHANTS WERE FIRST INTRODUCED TO THE CIRCUS BY TWO RIVAL
CIRCUS IMPRESARIOS, JAMES A. BAILEY AND P.T. BARNUM. THE PREVIOUS

YEAR, THE PAIR HAD COMBINED ACTS TO LAUNCH ONE OF THE MOST
HISTORIC TRAVELING CIRCUSES, BARNUM & BAILEY. THE EMPLOYMENT OF
ELEPHANTS IN BARNUM & BAILEY’S CIRCUS LAUNCHED THEIR CAREERS, YET,

IN 2016, BARNUM & BAILEY ANNOUNCED THEY WOULD RETIRE ELEPHANT
ACTS FOREVER. WHAT HAPPENED IN THE MORE THAN 130 YEARS IN

BETWEEN? WHILE ELEPHANTS WERE A MAJOR DRAW FOR CIRCUS GOERS,
ANIMAL WELFARE EXPERTS HAVE CONCLUDED THAT METHODS OF

CAPTURING AND DOMESTICATING ELEPHANTS ARE INHUMANE. ONE
EXAMPLE OF A CRUEL PRACTICE SEEN ONSTAGE IN THE VANISHING

ELEPHANT IS THE USE OF A BULLHOOK, A METAL ROD WITH A SHARP TIP
USED TO JAB THE ELEPHANT’S SENSITIVE AREAS. THE U.S. DEPARTMENT OF

AGRICULTURE CITED RINGLING BROS. AND BARNUM & BAILEY OVER 150
TIMES FOR FAILURE TO MEET FEDERAL STANDARDS ESTABLISHED IN THE
ANIMAL WELFARE ACT, INCLUDING FAILURE TO PROVIDE ANIMALS WITH

PROPER SHELTER, SPACE AND VETERINARY CARE. THEIR CIRCUS
CONCLUDED ITS HISTORIC RUN IN 2017.



HARRY HOUDINI
HARRY HOUDINI WAS BORN IN HUNGARY IN 1974 AND EMIGRATED WITH HIS

JEWISH FAMILY TO THE UNITED STATES AS A CHILD HE PERFORMED AS A
TRAPEZE ARTIST IN CIRCUSES AND MOVED TO NEW YORK CITY IN 1882,

WHERE HE PERFORMED IN VAUDEVILLE SHOWS. HE MARRIED WILHELMINA
RAHNER IN 1894 WHO, AS BEATRICE HOUDINI, SERVED AS HIS STAGE

ASSISTANT. HOUDINI QUICKLY EARNED AN INTERNATIONAL REPUTATION
FOR HIS DARING FEATS OF ESCAPE FROM SHACKLES, ROPES, AND

HANDCUFFS AND FROM VARIOUS LOCKED CONTAINERS INCLUDING MILK
CANS, COFFINS AND PRISON CELLS. IN ONE OF HIS ACTS HE WAS

SHACKLED WITH CHAINS AND PLACED IN A BOX THAT WAS LOCKED, ROPED,
AND WEIGHTED. THE BOX WAS SUBMERGED FROM A BOAT, TO WHICH

HOUDINI RETURNED AFTER FREEING HIMSELF UNDERWATER. IN ANOTHER
OUTDOOR SPECTACLE HE WAS SUSPENDED, HEAD DOWN,23 METRES ABOVE

GROUND AND FREED HIMSELF FROM A STRAITJACKET. THOUSANDS OF
PEOPLE WATCHED HOUDINI’S ESCAPES AND HE SHOWED OFF HIS

EXTRAORDINARY SKILLS IN MANY FILMS FROM 1916 TO 1923.

LATER IN LIFE HOUDINI CAMPAIGNED AGAINST MIND READERS, MEDIUMS,
AND PSYCHICS WHO CLAIMED SUPERNATURAL POWERS. HE ACCUSED

THEM OF BEING CHARLATANS WHO PRODUCED THEIR EFFECTS THROUGH
TRICKERY. HOUDINI DIED OF PERITONITIS CAUSED BY A STOMACH INJURY IN

1926..



THE VANISHING ELEPHANT
ONE OF HOUDINI'S MOST FAMOUS MAGIC FEATS WAS VANISHING

A LIVE ELEPHANT. HOUDINI PERFORMED THE TRICK DURING A
RECORD-BREAKING 19 WEEK RUN AT THE HIPPODROME THEATER IN

NEW YORK IN 1918. HE REVIVED THE ACT IN 1922 AT THE TIMES
SQUARE THEATER IN NEW YORK.

IN THE ACT AN ELEPHANT NAMED "JENNIE" WAS LED INTO THE BACK
OF A LARGE BOX DECORATED AS A CIRCUS WAGON. THE BOX WAS

CLOSED AND THE FRONT TURNED TO FACE THE AUDIENCE. ON
HOUDINI'S COMMAND, THE FRONT AND BACK DOORS WERE

DROPPED OPEN TO REVEAL A ROUND OPENING THROUGH WHICH
YOU COULD SEE THE BACK OF THE STAGE. THE ELEPHANT HAD

DISAPPEARED AND REMAINS ONE OF HOUDINI'S GREAT MYSTERIES.



Term Definition

Ankus  A hooked weapon used in India to control captive elephants. 

Babu 
In the Assamese language this term is used to describe a
baby. 

Baker A city in the U.S. State of Oregon. 

Batten Down
A phrase meaning to prepare for possible trouble or
difficulty. 

Bengal 
Bengal is a region in the northeastern part of India. The
region is now divided between Bangladesh and the Indian
State of West Bengal. 

Vocabulary list



Billings The most populated city in the U.S. State of Montana. 

Buffalo The second largest city in the U.S. State of New York.

Calcutta The capital city of India’s West Bengal state.

Chicago The most populated city in the U.S. State of Illinois.

Cleveland  A city in the U.S. State of Ohio.

Danby  A town in the State of New York. 

Escapology
A performance of escaping from chains, boxes, etc. as a form of
entertainment. 

Hartford The capital city of the U.S. State of Connecticut.

Hippodrome Theatre
The world’s largest theater at the time of its opening in 1905,
situated in New York. It was demolished in 1939. 



Hot Springs A city in the U.S. State of South Dakota.

Koomkie 
A trained female elephant used as a decoy in the capture
of wild male elephants.

Mahout  A person who works with, rides and tends to elephants.

Milwaukee  A city in the U.S. State of Wisconsin. 

New Haven  A coastal city in the State of Connecticut.

Prairie A large open area of grassland. 

Rapid City  A city in the U.S. State of South Dakota. 

Rupees
The Indian Rupee is the currency used in India. The symbol
for this currency is ₹.

St. Paul The capital city of the U.S. State of Minnesota.

Tamarind Tree
A tropical Evergreen tree which bears edible fruit that can
be found in tropical Africa and Asia. 

The Great Plains
A broad expanse of flat lands that span over ten of the
states of the U.S.



For more information on Harry Houdini:
https://www.thegreatharryhoudini.com/vanishingelephant.html

For more on the Hippodrome Theatre:
http://www.performingartsarchive.com/Theatres/Theatres-

H/Hippodrome_NYC/Hippodrome_NYC.htm

For more information on elephants:
https://www.natgeokids.com/uk/discover/animals/general-

animals/elephant-facts/
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